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~ 2+ The village of Bereznitsa is situated on high ground surrounded by undulating
~ farmland of very fertile "black earth". Approximately 1 & km east of the
village lies the neighbouring village of Skomovo through which pesses a
small river knowm locally as Skomovyanka. This river varies in width from
1% to 5 meters and at its deepest measures approximately two meters. Pike, 50X1-HUM
perch, carp and red river eéls abound in its waters. \ fthe
river overfloved its banks in 1939, pike of 20 inches remained in the fields.

3. Eight km north of the village is a large pine forest and another forest lies
17 km south of Bereznitsa. The river Nerl is approximately 25 km to the
Eagt, the river Klyasma approximately 60 km southeast. The nearest railway
station is Starkovo approximately eight km to the Scuth. Other comparative
distances were:

Aprroximetely 200 km from Moscow
100 km from Ivanovo
60 km from Viadimir
20 km from Gavril Posad
15 ¥m from Yurvev Polalki

50X1-HUM

4o The village of Bereznitsa consists of 25 households cemprising about 100
inhabitants, only a third of them over 25 years of age. They are all Russians;
. no other nationalities live in the neighborhood as no other nationality would
ut up with the extremely low standerd of living, "krepostnoye rabstvo",
\%ﬁeudal slavery. )
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5. A11 the houses in the village wre one-roomed wooden houser with thatched roofs, with the
exception of the stone house of the former priest, which is now occupisd by the presidewut
of the Kolkhoz. A1l building: are in =2 bad state of repsir, which is due to the very

dttle time et the disposal of Lhc peesants when they ars not requirzd o work on behelf
of the Kolkhoz. The licuses are wusterely furnished with +the bzrest furnitwre, rest of
which i3 ‘ome-made.

¢l of paraffin and difficulty in
to revert to thelr age-old
& They wll" have to wait

et ‘tﬁ‘.Lons built. They
ost, of whisgh s given as the

€. Lighting is by means of paraffin lamps
obtaining glass chimneys for the lamps 7
custom of using slivers of pincvood oz .
ancther 15 years for electric 1 ichting 2
arg clways being told zbout these new yox cr
rezson for their present poverty.,

7. For the mcst part, strmr is used as fuel augiented by @ load or tuwo of wood. Although
wood is pler;t-ii‘ul in the forest, uppro: tely eight lm qway, Lhe peasants bhave great
difficulbty Zn oblaining the loan of hcrses {rom the Foll™oz iocr their private needs.

snd s ndeguate.

8., lnter was obtuined from three wells in the

9. Each household hzd - hectare of land which in their onl y cng of subgistence. Very
few of the villogers still possess o cow of 1heir cur had to sell their livestock

in order to pay ihe high taxes and nowaduys only chickens ere ept for their own use.

;-nd ferms ¢n arez of ap-

1C. The collective form includes the vhole villasc of Bereer
proximotely 350 hectares of vhich some 110 hoetares sro mendovs

11. The kolkhoz has fowr speciclired farms (horce, deiry, shiep avd pig) end their livestock

consisted of:

> horsen
covus, 10 heifers
shaep
6 S0VIS .
They «lso had 25 beehives, but the bees dic

3=
RS, V)

ight herrows, one horse-
(=) -
SIS in Gavril Posad pro-

50X1-HUM

12, Torm mechinery con:
drevn threshing i
vided the tructors

13. The Kollhez had the follewing sroocs ur
heatures winhter rye
cr vheat

,‘- hectores
3 Yoot
3 hect L
1 hertiree rootereps for catile
15 heete potzlocs
14e The eipected crop returns rer hecture were 13 cwle ofF wgo <1 30 02« of vhoert or 20-77 ILLEGIB

tons of poteatoes,
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18, As this was the only return for their labour, it follrusd ihat the 125 ™Mworking doy
were only a minimum end the memhrrc of the kollhon Tuced out of sheer neceds
to put in as many days wvorl s scible. In fact, 13 asanhs were workirg ocoven
duys per weck even though they vera ertitled to a any (ft. The werk on the kollleo
is "feudal slevery". (Krppovtnryu Rabstvo),

19, Taxes on the individual's garden plot snd livestock were crippling as the folloving
quotations shows

My parents possessed one cow znd two cheep; toxes smounted to:

for the cou - 800 rubles

for the shegp - 300 rubles
In addition 400 litres of milk per year and 40 kg of mcot had to be sold lo the State
for an agreed paltry sum, 400 grammes of wool from cach sheep and vhen the sheep wus
killed, the skin had to be surr ndered. Also 75 eggs for enech chicken kept,

50X1-HUM

"childless" tux, which

is applieable for all men from 19 years onuurds ond sirls fr0ﬂ 20 croartbed 50X1-HUM
to 150 rubles per year, 5C rubles when there was one child ond 25 rubles for two

zhildren.

0.

50X1-HUM

1.

22. In order to raisc the necesscry money, members of the %olkhez sold their prirden produce
g % ¥ C
on the open market at the neavcst towm, Gavril Posud, nenrly 20 Im cwuay. This merketing
was only possible on Sundoys wnd even then pormﬁJq‘on hed te be sought from the “ollhos
president, which was given only in exceptional circimstuencos. I they were Lucky they
werc given also the loan of = horse from the kollkhoz once = menth, As e rule the pewsants
did not sell more produce thuy s aheolubely necensor:.
P J .
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23. ‘ ‘fined‘ five "workdeys" for geing to market on @ Sunday wiileat the
permission of the president of the "olkhoz, Thers is no 5 peal ~oedinst fires of this
kind and any objection would only ke followed by victiwizotion. Hembers of the hollthou
who are inefficlient or do not do their shure of compulrory Myorl—diye 0%
having part or all of their gardens withdrown., Concistont loafers

3 on thedir

24« People over 70 years of age were exempb from paying

25. Mothers of illegitimate children rcceived 50 rubles per sonth from L Stave, :1lthough
illegitimacy is exceptional.

26. There was a hospital in the neizhbeuring village of Bere:shok spprostizmtely five L auny
and treatment was free.

27. Members of the kolkhoz had no holidays, paid or vnpeid »nd sven State holidays were not

always observed. o 50X1-HUM

51k

28. Since’the autumn of 1948 it was forbidden by law to leove the 1o Z., Since. thst Jote
there hes been no recruitment for the 1(cLory scheols or indnstry. Frior te thot Ante
there hed been changes. People joincd ‘tete farms ad pessants from the State farms
Joined the lolkhoz. ! LA,
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There was no politicel life in the village. The onl; Party member was the president of
the kolkhoz; who was a lawyer from the Ukraine. o interest in politics was shown by
the peasants and any aglitation left ro impression. INor wes there eny Komsomol activity.
The youtns were enrolled in the Fomsomol movement yhen they reported for their pre-
military treining et the provincial town o any Komsomol training was received there.

Not ome picture of Stelin could be found in the hiuses of the village, though pictures
of some more popular political lenders such as Kalinin, popular for various "amnesties"
carried out in his name were to be seen.

There was a clut house in the village, but it wes not used sznd in consequence the
building was dilepidated.

A four-class school was in the village of Skomovo, where two teachers were employed.
Because of lack of rooms the 1lst and 3rd classes and 2nd ard 4th classes were taught
together. There were no school fees, but supplies had to be pnid for and for the most
part no mcney was available,

The nearest church with an officiating priest was in the village of Yarishevo approxim-
ately two lm from Gavril Posud. Although this was 17 km distent from Berezniisa, people
from the village went to the services. Even though the brigidier insisted that Sunday
work had to be done in the fields, absence due to churcl-going was connived at. There
was a church in the village of Belyanitsa approximately two lm west of Bereznitsa, but
there was no priest. In Bereznitsa itself the church building wus ramshackle and yet
when passing 1t people still made the sign of the cross.

if there were more churches open, and not so far away, many more people

would attend the services or use the priest for christenings, weddings and burials.
Most children are still christened, for which the priest is paid 50 rubles.

The nearest post office is in the village of Skomovo, 1% km awsy, where the provineial
nevwspapers and "Pravda" are obtainable. There is also a co-operative store. This hes
been of little interest to members of the kolkholz because of their great poverty. The
village of Skomovo has also a small textile mill employing some 20 people.

There is a flour mill in the village of Belyanitsa.

This undertaking employed some 1.000 workers (Ukrainisans, Tartars, Jews and Chuvashi)
who were accommodated in barracks., The peat was cut in the surrounding peat bogs and
pressed into hard brick shapes at the works., It was said that sufficient peat was
aveilable to ensure = supply for at lenst 40 vears, The motive power was provided
by six steam engines. ‘in the wimter they
were taken epart and overnauled,

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM§

Members of the kolkhoz had no personnl documents snd thus were obliged te stay on, as
the issue of a "spravika" which would cntitle them to move to another place would in all
but very exceptional cases be refused.

wend-
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